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COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker of the House of Representatives

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan:

I would like to highlight an important provision of Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) which provides for the reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act
(IHCIA). I am an advocate for the repeal and replacement of the PPACA, and also believe the
non-controversial reauthorization should remain in statute.

Section 10221 of PPACA permanently reauthorized the Indian Health Care Improvement Act
(IHCIA), which has been the cornerstone legal authority for provision of health care to American
Indians and Alaskan Natives. This section is not controversial. THCIA authorizes many
programs and services provided by the Indian Health Service (IHS), it sets out the national policy
for health services administered to Indians, and it states the federal goal to ensure the highest
possible health status for Indians, including urban Indians. In addition, it authorizes direct
collections from Medicare, Medicaid, and other third-party insurers. These provisions are critical
to Indian Country and should be maintained through any PPACA repeal legislation.

I look forward to working with you and your staff on maintaining these provisions which are so
critical to American Indians and Alaskan Natives across the country as we work to repeal and
replace PPACA with policies which will encourage competition, lower prices, and provide better
healthcare for all.

Sincerely,

g2 (el

Tom Cole
Member of Congress




